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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE, | 
THE HONOURABLE, 


_ THE WORSHIPPUL 
| AND 


THE REVEREND 
AMATEURS AND PATRONS 


OF THE NOBLE 


SCIENCE OF BOXING. 
MY LORDS, AND GENTLEMEN, 


5 As you ſeem ambi- 
tious of reviving the gymnaſtic 


exerciſes 


AU 


exerciſes of the ancient Ro- 


mans; I beg leave to recom- 
mend to your patronage this 
Lifd r Commodus, the Im- 
perial Prixe- fighter ; 8 whoſe 
rank, pattiality for the ſports 
: of the amphitheatre, and other 
0 manly performances, give * 
ſanction and add the greateſt 


M.atronas et meretrices, fins ade con- 
 bprabit | 


FR. Mepiop an. 
* Rom. Numiſe, 


4 luſtre 


= 1} 


luſtre to your favourite amuſe- 


ments. 


I am, (with admiration of 


your . taſte and patriotic la- 


bours) 


ww 


* - 
1 

: 
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My Lords, and Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient 


humble Servant, 


THE TRANSLATOR, 


HEIR APPARENT, &. 


. 


PREFATORY INTRODUCTION. 
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AVING dee had occaſion 
H to conſult Herodian, who has 
written the Lives of the Roman Em- 
perors, from the death of Marcus 
Aurelius Antoninus, to the acceſſion 
of the younger Gordian, I was agree- 
ably ſurprized to meet with ſo claſ- 
ical a writer, at the diſtance of 200 
years from the Auguſtan age. For 
though a native of Alexandria, who 


influence of unlimed power on the 
morals and conduct of thoſe princes, 
who are poſleſied' of it; and af che 


E060 

had lived a great part of his life at 
Rome, cannot be ſuppoſed to write 
the Greek language with attic pu- 
rity; yet his ſtile is perſpicuous and 


elegant; his narrative conciſe and in- 
- tereſting; and (as Photius, a good 


eritie, obſerves) he has neither ſwell- 
ed his work with ſu perfluous circum- 
* HY in le, 
that he yields to few writers, in the 


eſſential — of a n 1 


2 Life Sn is 
N 


1 „ danger 


2 
danger to which young perſons of 
almoſt every rank are expaſed; ſtom 
counſels of intereſted and profiigate 
aſſociates; that I thought a 'tranfla» 

tion of it, printed in a portable fbr mi, 
might chance ta be of uſe; if-point« 
ed out to them by | thoſe who have 
alarming inſtance,” to what an enor- 

mous extravagance even wwell-dzy/pyſed 
minds may proceed z by an unte- 
ſtrained indulgence of every appetite 
and e 1 i: e * Fl 


141 
does not) yet I have a better opinion 
of human nature: I hope, and am 
myſelf per ſuaded, that no one is by 
nature inclined to vice or cruelty: 


| and that on the contrary, virtue and 
the loye of our ſpecies, henevolence 
and humanity are congenial to the 
human mind. But, by the wrong 
management of thoſe Who have the 
care of our infancy; and by the neg- 
lect or abſurd. indulgence of thoſe 
who ſuperintend our education; the 
appetites and paſſions grow head- 
ſtrong and refuſe to ſubmit to reaſon. 
And, where there is no external force 
to check them, the Prince, whom 
nature formed for a mild governor 
and a bleſſing to his people; becomes 


. 
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a tyrant andthe ſcourge of his unhap- | 
py fubjects. Nero himſelf appeared 
to be, and, I ſuppoſe, naturally, was, 
virtuouſſy inclined; and his educa- 
tion under the wiſe Seneca, hadi for 
ſome time its proper effect. But nd 
one knows, what he ſhould: dog if he 
were at full liberty to do, whatever 
his inclination ſuggeſted . li: ; 


Dic an ſi en tu loo quls ers. = . 
Tell me, jif you were a lin, * you woulddo. 
The progreſs of Commodus from a 

tokeedbly! virtuous" - character to a ; 


0M This x was an obvious @ncmen in \'the age | 
of Domitian. EI , 2 bel 

e eſt Sn 1 8 > ; 

1 Non * cum . Ss qua poteſal) 

| Jovenar, 


B 3 monſter 


„ 
monſter of vicg and exudley ;/ with 


the circumſtances which contributed 
to it; may, I think, be evidently 
tracod_i in this hiſtory of Herodian 
without ſuppoſing him to have been 
born with any uncommon Prot 

| ee Nd on Ao 
. But what end. can it ler it 

: will naturally be aſked, to publiſh 
the life. of a, fingle emperor, when 
we have already ſo many general 

| hiftories of Rome; and eſpecially, 


whey: Mt. Gibbon has. ſo lately 
given us the. hiſtory of the Anto- 
nines, \ with ſuch elegance and know- 
ledge of his ſubject; that every wri- 
ter muſt ſhrink into nothing & from 

4 ad yy 
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To this I can only anſwer, That 
general hiſtories ſeldom condeſcend 
to ſuch minute particulars, as to 
render them equally intereſting with 
the narratives of a biographer. And, 
although the charms of Mr. Gib- 
bon's ſtyle and manner in his Jum- 
mary hiſtory of thoſe princes. cannot 
i fail to engage our utmoſt attention; 
yet his work is voluminous and ex- 
penſive: and this i is an indolent and 
diſſipated age; when many a young 
man of fortune, who would not 
ſcruple to give fifty pounds for an 
hunter, or five hundred. for a race- 
horſe, would perhaps grudge five 
pounds, or five ſhillings, for a Livy, a 
Robertſon, an Hume, or a Giblon, 
B 4 e 
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And a young man of faſhion may be 
induced to read a /ingle life of a prize- 
fighter or a boxer; printed in the ſize 
of a novel ; who would be ſtartled at 
a ſeries of hiſtory or biography, in the 
formidable ſhape of a folio or a 
quarto; and s be deterred from at- 
tem pting ſo laborious an atchieve- 
ment. But if he can be once pre- 
vailed on to peruſe a ſingle life, he 
may be inducefl to read more. And 
probably his curioſity will be as much 
gratified (perhaps uſefully: ſo) by the 
monſters in the moral world, which 
he will meet with in going through 
the Auguſtan hiſtory ; as by the ac- 
count of "elephants and crocodiles, 
aud other "monſters" in the natural 5 
* * world, 


world, which he would meet in tra- 


velling PNG ren (a 1 deſarts 
of Africa *. l 9 
Kenophon's Gun Cattigliont's | 
Courtier, Bolingbroke's Patriot King, 
Richardſon's Grandiſon, and almoſt 
every novel we look into, will fur 
niſh us with beautiful and uſeful 
models, of what kings and their ſub- 
jects ought to | be. 3 We read and ad- 
mire them; but calmly purſue our 
own inclinations, and go on content= 
edly in the beaten track of life, with- 
out imitatin 8 che an which 
we admire, \ * 
* It i is 7 Jing theſe poor animals an 1 


however, to call them monſters, ; as their enor- 


mous bulk or uncouth ſhape i 1s the regular work 
* nature. 


But 


10 

Fut it might be more advantage- 
ous perhaps, though leſs. pleaſing, 
to contemplate ſometimes choſe mon- 
ſters of villainy, in real life; which 
excite our horror and alarm our fears, 
for the conſequences of our ungo- 
verned paſſions and vicious .indul. 
gences. "Thoſe who are not allured 
to goodneſs: by the beauty of virtue; 
may yet be deterred from wickedneſs 
by the deformity of vice, and the in- 
famy attending it. 

Though, to raiſe the ode of 
Fan I have called this per- 
formance The Heir Apparent, no 
one, I truſt, on peruſing it, will ſuſ- 
pe, that I intend any indecent al- 
lufion to any individual Heir Appa- 


rent 


to that amiable . Primary: the Heir 
Apparent to this crown; a Prince 
who is univerſally allowed to poſſeſs 
goodneſs of heart and ſtrength of un- 
derſtanding, equal to any of his pre- 
deceſſors, who have ſate on * throne 
of Great Britain. 2% 
The Heir Apparent, e in 
every rank of life, from the propen- 
ſity of mankind to © worſhip the 
riſing ſun,” will always be in danger 
from the flattering inſinuations and 
intereſted views, of the . 
who ſurround him. 
Theyoung Lord has, too often, * 
buffoons and paraſites, nominal cap- 
| tains and ſporting clergymen; the 
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1 1 
young Squire his huntſmen and 


grooms; jockeys: and cockfighters; 
who, to ſupply chein want of other 
merit, will promote his vicious plea . 


fares, and encourage him in every 


unworthy purſuit, for which he be- 


trays the leaſt inclination. And the 


more ſober and religious; the more 


attentive to his ſon's morals the fa- | 
ther is; the more induſtrious will 
theſe worthlefs aſſociates be to ridi- 
cule and countera& thoſe prudent 
precautions that militate againſt 
the corrupt influence which it is 
their intereſt to . maintain over his 


thoughtleſs heir. 
Hence it comes to paſs, that as the 


| uk of a rich man frequently grows 


extra- 


[ 13 
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extrayagant, and ſquanders away the, 
wealth, amaſſed by the frugality of, 
his parents; ſo the ſon, of a wile, 
and virtuous man, preſuming on the 
popularity and eſtabliſhed character 
of his father, too often grows inſo⸗ 
lent and licentious, and diſgraces the 
good name, on which he founds 1 


on pretenſions. PIT 


4 


Such was the ſituation of thi n 
— After the death of the 
emperor Domitian, the laſt of the 

twelve Cæſars, (a majority of whom 
were a diſgrace to human nature) 
Rome was happily. governed by five 
ſucceſhve good emperors, Nerva, 
Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, 
and Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, 
uſually 


14 ] 


uſually ſtiled the Philoſopher; one 
of the beſt, and, allowing for a lit- 
dle ſtoĩcal vanity, one of the wiſeſt 
of the Roman emperors. Commodus 
was the fon of Marcus Aurelius, by 
the younger Fauſtina; the daughter 
of Antoninus Pius; a lady, equally 
diſtinguiſhed by her beauty and, 
what we C briſtians call, gallantries ; 
but what the more rigid Roman hiſ- 
torians named adulteries. The fond- 
neſs which her ſon Commodus 
ſhewed for the ſanguinary ſports of 
the amphitheatre, is by ſome fanci- 
ful writers aſcribed to her having 
ſacked the blood from the wounds 
of a favou rite gladiator : and others 
| impute it to a more intimate com- 
5 6 merce 


. 
merce with one of thoſe - athletic: 


The good emperor, however, cel 
teemed his empreſs Fauſtina amongſt: 
thoſe peculiar bleſſings which he had; 
received from Heaven: and ſpeaks of 
her as an obedient, affectionate, and 
chaſte wife*. - And perhaps, though 
a lady, who had literally the whole 
world at her command, ſhould have 
indulged herſelf in a little variety, 
the might be, in other reſpects, what 
the philoſopher eſteem . - She 
attended her huſband in one of: Hin 


| * Lib: 1 1. 4.5 Seipſo. neh, Hodroppes, » * 
Apo. The ſecond of theſs words, moſt proba 
bly means, fond of her children, as it properly 
ſignifies; and the laſt moſt properly means fed 
or plain, but Marcus probably meant chaſte.” - 
© W454 | | moſt | 


— — — 


moſt hazardous expeditions, in which 
ſhe died of the gout. And Galen, 


HY a Þ 


who was phyſician to the houthold, 


mentions a compliment which ſhe 


n on his having cured her 
ſon Commodus of a dangerous fever; 


That other phyſicians endeavoured 


to recommend themſelves by fine 
words; but that Galen ſhewed his 


ſkill by its effects. This compli- 
ment to her ſon's phyſician is a pre- 
ſumptive proof of her being: an at- 
taditive. and fond mother. 


But if the philoſophic emperor 
= hed any ſuſpicion of the empreſs's 


incontinence, he acted perhaps on 
the ſtoical maxim of Bear and 
F orbear.”. They thought themſelves 
Noa | ES obliged 


19 LI 
obliged by their rules to Bear, with 
the utmoſt equanimity, all the exter- 
nal evils of life: and the infidelity of 
a beloved wife is probably one of the 
greateſt calamities incident to man- 
kind x. However this may be, they 
both concurred in the virtuous edu- 
cation of their ſon Commodus; and, 
if a youth of fifteen was more atten- 
tive to the lectures of a fencing- 


* M. Aurelius was uniform in his regard for 
Fauſtina. If in his moments of fondneſs he 
had called her Goddeſs, when living, he pub- 
licly declared her ſuch, when dead: having her 
deified by a decree of the ſenate. The Romans 
_ diſplayed great magnificence in their compliments 
to their deceaſed friends and favourites. A mo- 
dern lover fancies a ring or erects an urn to his 
miſtreſs: a Roman prince ſtruck medals, built 
temples, and ſometimes founded cities to perpe- 
tuate their love for the deccaſed. 


= NOT 8 maſter 


maſter or of a gay libertine, than to 
thoſe of a grave philoſopher, it is no 
uncommon caſe. - The misfortune 
was, that the young prince came to 
the imperial throne at the too early 
age of nineteen; when his paſſions 
were ſtrong, and reaſon had not yet 
taken the helm. And, being ſur- 
rounded by profligate aſſociates, gla- 


diators, paraſites, and buffoons; we 


can no more wonder at his de- 
baucheries, luxury, and extravagance 3 
and the conſequent oppreſſions of his 
people, and his cruelties; nor even at 


his folly in aſſuming the club and 


lion's ſkin, and emulating the fame 


of Hercules, than we can at the ex- 


ceſſes of many young men in mo- 


dern 


1 
dern times, who affect the dreſs of 
coachmen, grooms, and jockeys! and 
are ambitious» of rivalling them in 

riding races; and of i imitating the ſa- 


vage accompliſhments 0 of an Hum- 
phreys or a Mendoza -. 


As for this latter OLE: be- 
fore it became ſo faſhionable amongſt | 
the higher ranks of life, I have 
known, within the contracted ſphere 
of my oven obſervation, ſo many ac- 
cidents from boxing: of conſump- 
tions brought on by blows on the 
ſtomach; diſlocated Jaws, and eyes 
beat out; and the like 3 that I can- 
not think it a diverſion to be ſo zea- 


* Wel _—_ pan preſent) for their {kill in 
boxing, 


C 2 louſly 


boxing. 4 os i 
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louſly encouraged. But if our young 
gentry are ſo defirous of reviving the 


manly exerciſes of our anceſtors; 


wreſtling is a more genteel, and 


back- ſword or cudgel- playing a leſs 
dangerous, amuſement : and neither 


of them conducted with that brutal 
ferocity, which marks the exploits of 
our heroes of the fiſt or e of 

It has "FEM been reckoned one 
of the advanta ges introduced into the 


moral world and civil life by Chriſ- 


tianity, that it has aboliſhed the 
bloody and inhuman ſhews of the 
gladiators of which the Romans 
were fond, to an aſtoniſhing exceſs. 
For to be pleaſed | with the agonies 


. | and 
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and dying groans of our fellow Crea- 
tures is. horrible beyond conception. 
Yet, to fit calmly and even with de- 
light, to ſee men, with favage fury 
(and as naked as ſavages) levelling 
blows, and endeavouring to injure, 
or to diſable each other, in every 
part of the body, is a degree of de- 
pravity, in my opinion, little ſhort 
of the former. Not to mention 
the degrading fight, of gentlemen 
of liberal education (and fine feel- 
ings, forſooth) mixed, on theſe oc- 
caſions, with the loweſt and meaneſt 
of mankind. 

The Romans, from cuſtom or, at 
leaſt, from fear, bore with patience 
the enormous and wanton. cruelties 


C4 even 


* 


even of Commodus: but viewed with 
diſguſt and horror, the dignity of the 

empire debaſed by tlieir firſt magiſ- 
trate exhibiting himſelf publicly in 
the amphitheatre. And when, after 
his death, the ſenate were ſtudying 
how to expreſs their deteſtation of 
the emperor's conduct in the moſt 
emphatical manner, they could think 
of no ſtronger terms, or more expreſs 
five of infamy, than Tyrant, Parris 
cide, and Gladiator. 


N. B. 
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THOSE who have never giv- 
en much attention to the Roman mi- 
litary affairs, muſt obſerve, that the 
Prætorian Guards, ſo often mention- 
ed in this hiſtory, and who, more 

than once (like Cromwell's army and 
the Turkiſh janiſaries) diſpoſed of 
the ſovereign power, were a body of 
10 or 12,000 men; firſt inſtituted by 
Auguſtus, as a life-guard ; and were 
ſtationed by Tiberius, in a regularly 
fortified camp on the Quirinal hill, 
on the eaſt fide of Rome.—By their 
licentiouſneſs and diſregard to diſci- 


pline, and by the civil commotions 


which they were continually railing, 


4 they 


( 24 ] 
they were one of the firſt cauſes of 
the decline of the Roman grandeur. 

But of this and every part of the 
Roman antiquities, any one wall 
| have a clearer idea, from what is 
occaſionally introduced by Mr. Gib- 
bon, than by reading the twelve 
volumes in folio of Grævius, or 


any other profeſſed writer on the 
ſubject. ie de 


THE 


O F 


COMMODUS. 


we 


—— ” 


FROM THE GREEK OF 


HERODIAN, Book I. 
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H E Emperor Marcus Aurelius 
1 : Antoninus had ſeveral daugh- 
ters, but only two ſons. The younger 
of the ſons died at a very early age; 
he was named Veriſſimus: the other, 
called Commodus, his father educat- 
ed with the greateſt care; having in- 
vited, and encouraged with no con- 
temptible appointments, from the 
different nations of the empire, men 


the moſt approved for their wiſdom 


and learning ; that being always con- 
verſant with his ſon, they might in- 
1 ſpect 


1 


ſpe&t his morals and cultivate his 


underſtanding *. 


His daughters alſo, when grown 


to maturity, he gave in marriage to 


ſome of the moſt reſpectable ſenators: 
not being ambitious to have for his 


ſons- in- law men illuſtrious for their 


birth and a long ſeries of anceſtors; 
or adorned with the ſplendid trap- 
pings of a great fortune; but ſuch as 
were diſtinguiſhed by the probity of 


their manners and the regularity of 


their lives: eſteeming the good qua- 
lities of the mind, the only real and 
durable poſſeſſions. 


* The Greek is ſimply maiJwoty Thy indy : but 


where Politian does not depart much from the 


ſenſe, (as he ſometimes does) I have adopted 
his manner of expreſſion, i 


Marcus 


1 


„Marcus Aurelius carefully prac 
tiſed every moral virtue. And was 
likewiſe ſo much addicted to literary 
purſuits and the ſtudy of antiquity, 

that he was ſecond: to no one, either 
of the Greeks or Romans, in that re- 
ſpect. Many of his obſervations: * 

” his writings, which are comedown 

> Jus, are an eviden proof of this. 
He allo behaved with the utmölt 

aMability and condeſcenſion to every 
one that approached him: took them 
familiarly by the hand; and would 
not ſuffer his guards to refuſe any 
one admittance that required it. 


He alone of all our emperors alſo 
ſhewed his regard to philoſophy, not 
merely 2 his words and the know- 
; 1516 ledge 
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ledge: af its precepts; but by the 


purity of his morals and the auſterity 
of his life. Hence it came to paſs, 


that bis reign produoed a great Dum 


ber of wiſe and learned men. For 
ſubjects always imitate and conform 
themſelves to the taſte and ben 
of the ruling powers. | 

His prudent conduct in "olitical 
affairs, and his great exploits: in his 
military capacity; both amongſt the 


inhabitants of the northern regions, 
and amongſt the nations of the Eaſt, 
have been written by many learned 
men. But thoſe events which hap- 


pened after the death of Marcus Au- 


relius ; which, during the courſe of 
my own life, I have either ſeen or 
i heard; 


ENI 
heard; or in which I have been per- 
ſonally engaged (having been em 
ployed in many public tranſactions) 
theſe I have related in the * g 
narrative, 147 179 BER 
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ARC Us being now advanced: 
in years; and worn out, not 
* enly with age, but with cares and 
toils: while he was yet detained 
amongſt the Pannonians, was ſeized 
with a dangerous diſeaſe: and being 
ſenſible that there were no hopes of 
his recovery; and ſeeing his ſon juſt 
arrived on the verge of manhood ; 
he was apprehenſive, that being now 
in the vigour of youth; and poſſeſ- 
ſing, by the loſs of a father, a free 
and unreſtrained liberty to purſue his 
own inclinations; he might throw off 


TÞ& : the 
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the reins of diſcipline; and the pur- 
ſuit of reputable ſtudies: and give 
himſelf up to at and intemper- 
ance. For the minds of youth make 
but too eaſy a 8 from the ſe- 
verity of diſcipline to a life of plea- 
ſure and ſenſual indulgence. | 
The old emperor being well verſed. 
in the hiſtory and knowledge of man- 
kind, was greatly alarmed at the re- 
collection of ſeveral princes, who had 
arrived. at ſovereign power in their 
early youth ; ſuch as Dionyſtus, the 
tyrant of Sicily, for inſtance ; who, 
from his exceſſive luxury, was con- 
tinually in queſt of ſome new in- 
dulgence at an enormous expence. 
Such alſo were the init uries and op- 
D . 
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by the ſucceſſors of Alexander, which 
brought ſo great a diſgrace on his 


government. For Ptolemy proceed- 


ed to ſo ſcandalous an exceſs, as to 
indulge a paſſion for his own ſiſter ; 
contrary * to the laws and cuſtoms 


of the Greeks and Macedonians. 


And Antigonus, that he might re- 
preſent Bacchus in every reſpect, in- 
ſtead of the Macedonian bonnet and 
diadem, ridiculouſly wore a crown of 
ivy on his head, and a thyrſus in his 


hand inſtead of a ſceptre. 


But the good emperor 's mind was 


* Corn. Nepos, aſſerts the reverſe of this: 
but it is ſuppoſed that he means an half-ſiſter ; 
by the ſame father but a different mother. 


ſtill 


L 8s 1 

ſtill farther alarmed by ſome exam- 
ples more recent, and almoſt within 
his own memory: as by that of 
Nero; who arrived at that degree of 


wickedneſs, as to put his own mo- 
ther to death; and afterwards exhi- 
bited himſelf on the ſtage, a ridicu- 
lous ſpectacle to the Roman people. 
As alſo the audacious acts of Domi- 
tian; who left no inſtance of the 
utmoſt cruelty unperpetrated. Re- 
volving therefore in his mind theſe 
acts of tyranny, he was diſtracted be- 
tween hope and fear, for the future 
conduct of his ſon. mn 
Neither was he a little alarmed 
with apprehenſions of the neighbour- | 
ing Germans; whom he had not yet 
a2 entirely 
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entirely ſubdued; but part of them 
he had received into alliance; and 
part he kept in awe by the terror of 
his arms: there were ſome of thgem 
alſo who had retreated at preſent, 
throu gh fear of the preſence of ſo 
great an emperor, but who, he ſuſ- 
pected, from a contempt of his 
youthful ſucceſſor, would again take 
arms and renew their incurſions: for 
theſe ' barbarians take a pleaſure in 
raiſing commotions on every the 
moſt trifling occaſion. 

The mind of the emperor there- 
fore fluctuating with ſo many anxi- 
ous cares; he called together his 
friends and what relations were on 
the ſpot; and when they were af- 
8 ſembled, 


6 
ſembled, placing his ſon Commo- 
dus before them, and raiſing himſelf 
gently from his couch, he addreſſed 
them in words to this effect. 


E SPEECH oF MARCUS 
' ANTONINUS, 


oe 16 do not at all wonder, that you 
are grieved, my friends, at be- | 
* holding me in my preſent condi- 
« tion: as compaſſion for the ſuf- 
cc ferings of our fellow- creatures is 
e natural to mankind: and thoſe 
* calamities which fall under our 


* immediate inſpection, ſtill more 
« ſenſibly affect us. I flatter my- 
e ſelf however that a more intereſt- 
ing connexion ſubſiſts between you 
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and me. And from a conſeiouſ- 
neſs of what I feel for you, I may 
reaſonably hope that the affection 
is mutual. But now a ſeaſon- 


able opportunity preſents itſelf, 
when 1 may be convinced, that I 


have not in vain, for fo long a 


period, beſtowed on you my re- 
gard and attention; and you, by 
making ſome return, may demon 
ſtrate, that you are not unmind- 
ful of the kindneſs which I have 


« ſhewn you. You here behold my 


c 


t e 


cc 


a 
La) 


ſon, (whom you yourſelves have 
brought up,) juſt launching on the 
tide of youth; and as in a ſtorm 
or hurricane, wanting a pilot to 
conduct him, that he may not be 

„ borne 


cc 
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ec 
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cc 


cc 
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borne away, through inexperience, 
to diſhonourable and deſtructive 


.CC 


purſuits. May you therefore, my 


friends, in the room. of a ſingle 
©, parent, prove as ſo many fathers; 
« attending to his conduct and on 
all occaſions ſuggeſting the beſt 
and moſt wholeſome advice. 

« For neither is the greateſt abun- 
dance of wealth ſufficient to gra- 
tify the luxury of a tyrant; nor 


the guards with which he is ſu r= 


rounded to protect him, unleſs he 
has previouſly ſecured the love and 


good will of his ſubjects. They 
only reign ſecurely for any length 
of time, not who ſtrike terror into 


the minds of their people by their 


D4 * cruelty, 
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cruelty, but who inſinuate them- 
ſelves into their affections by their 
beneficence and their good go- 
vernment. For it is not thoſe 


who ſerve through a forced ſub- 


miſſion, but thoſe who pay a vo- 


luntary obedience, that can be free 
from the ſuſpicion of diſſimulation; 


and do and ſuffer whatever is en- 
joined them; and who never ſhake 
off the reins of allegiance, unleſs 
driven to it by violence and in- 
juries. But it is difficult for any 
one to moderate and ſet bounds 


to his paſſions, when veſted with 


unlimited power. But you, my 
friends, if you aſſiſt him with 
your counſels, and frequently re- 


« mind 


E K. Þ 


« mind him of what he has now . 
ec heard; will, I truſt, make him a 
«« good ſovereign to yourſelves, and 
4 to all his ſubjects; and will alſo 
* ſhew the greateſt regard to my 
cc. memory, and by this means alone, 
render it immortal. 
While the emperor was thus 
ſpeaking, he was ſuddenly ſeized 
with a fainting fit; became filent; 
and through want of ſtrength fell 
back on the conch. When all that 
were preſent, were ſo much affected, 
that ſome of them burſt forth into 

loud lamentations. He however, 
having ſurvived one night and a day, 
deceaſed; leaving | to his cotempo- 
raries a mournful ſenſe of his loſs; 


& 2. and 
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and a perpetual memory of his vir- 
tues to all poſterity. 

| Aﬀter the report of the death of 
Antoninus was divulged abroad, the 
army, and indeed the people in ge- 
neral were ſeized with incredible 
grief and concern: nor was there 
hardly a man under the Roman ju- 
riſdiction that received the news 
without tears. But all men as with 
one voice, bewailed his death, ſome 
as a kind parent, ſome as a good em- 
peror: others as a brave general, and 
ſome as a wiſe and virtuous prince: 
nor were any of them inſincere in 
theſe expreſſions of their grief. 


SECT. 


43 ] 
SE CT. III. 


FT E R ſome days were paſt, 
in which Commodus was em- 


ployed in paying the funeral honours 


to his father; his friends judged it 
proper to bring the young prince to 
the camp; both that he might ad- 
dreſs the ſoldiers; and alſo might 
beſtow on them a largeſs of money 
(according to the cuſtom of receiv- 


ing a new emperor) and conciliate 


their favour by a munificent dona- 


tion. Orders therefore were iſſued 
out, that they ſhould all — in 
the uſual plain for that purpoſe. 

* | When 
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When therefore Commodus was 
come forth, and had performed the 
facrifice in a ſolemn manner; a tri- 
bunal being raiſed aloft, in the mid- 
dle of the camp, he aſcended it, and 
his - father's friends being placed 
around him (for there were many 


of them, and very reſpectable men 
preſent) he addreſſed them in | words 


to this purpoſe: 


THE SPEECH OF COMMODUS T0 ; 
| THE ARMY. 

F 1 am perſuaded, my fellow- 

* ſoldiers, that you all ſympathize 

with me, on the calamity which 


66 * has befallen us. Nor can I doubt, 


— As 


„that * are as ſincerely afflicted 


bs 


6 6 


E 


as 1 am, on this mournful occa- 


* 


; 


ſion. bis vir 16553": man 
For during the life of my fa- 


ther, I never conducted myſelf as 


your ſuperior ; he having loved us 


all as one family, with the ſame 


paternal affection; and was always 


better pleaſed to call me his fel- 
low-ſoldier, than his ſon. For 


the one he conſidered as an appel- 


lation due to me by nature; the 
e other as his aſſociate in virtue. 
And bearing me frequently in his 
arms when I was yet an infant, 


he recommended me to your fide- 


lity and allegiance. I may there- 
fore reaſonably hope, that I ſhall 
experience every inſtance of kind- 

9 c neſs 


r 
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te neſs from every order amongſt 
« you: that my elders will conſider 
«© me as their pupil; thoſe of my 
4 own age, as their ſchool-fellow 
& jn the art of war. For my father, 
as I obſerved, not only loved us 
6c equally as one family; but in- 
c ſtructed us in every virtue and 
every uſeful accompliſhment. But 


* 


6 


2 


* fortune has now given you me 
cc for your emperor; not as an adopt- 
< ed heir to an adventitious inheri- 
«tance ; (as all my predeceſſors have 
« been:) for I alone was brought 
„ forth in the palace: and never 
folded in the mantle of a private 
infant: but inveſted from the 


Cy . 


* 


6 


R 


c 


« womb with the imperial purple: 
De: and 


19 1 
« and the ſun beheld me, on the 
„ fame day, an 2 being and a 
«« prince. 
When you reflect on theſe cir- 
«© cumiſtances you will naturally, I 
am convinced, regard me as an 
1 emperor, not forced upon you; ö 
*© but born your ſovereign. A 
For my father being aſcended 
© to the celeſtial manſions, is hence- 
« forth admitted to the aſſembly and 
«. ſociety of the gods: but the admi- 
<« nitration of human affairs and the 
government of the world, is now 
«© incumbent on us: to regulate and 
firmly eſtabliſh which, muſt be 
your care. And if you put an end 
to the remains of this war with 
« ſpirit; 


[487 


«ſpirit; and extend the Roman em- 
* pire to the borders of the ocean; 
5% you will both add freſh | luſtre to 
% your own fame, and alſo make a 
« grateful return to the memory of 
tc our common father: who, you may 
1 be aſſured, liſtens to our words and 
e beholds our actions: we ſhould 
© therefore think ourſelves happy to 
perform our duty in the * | 
of ſuch a witneſs. 

Rut 1 muſt alſo obſerve, that 
« thoſe brave actions which you have 
«« formerly performed are, in a great 
i meaſure, to be attributed to his wiſ- 
dom and conduct. But whatever 
« exploits you ſhall voluntarily at- 
chieve under ſo young a prince, of 

«© theſe 


] 
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« theſe you * will receive 
ce the glory; and, at the fame time, 
er give a noble inſtance, both of 
6b Jour courage and of Pw fide- 
* ** * n 

4% You will alſo, by your reſolute 
conduct, ſupply the defects of my 
cx youth and give authority to my 


e government; and the barbarians 


cc being repreſſed at the commence- 


* ment of a new reign, will not dare 


* 


e to raiſe freſh commotions, from a 


« contempt of my age; and from 
Th the 


Cc 


«dangers which they ſhall have 


* 


experienced, will be kept in awe 
for the future. 


* 4 


* 


Commodus, having thus ſpoken, 
and e the good- will of the 
E ſioldiers 


hs n 


THY 
| ſoldiers by magnificent donations, re- 
turned to the imperial refidence. ' . 
er ſome ſhort time therefore 
every thing was tranſacted agreeably 
to the ſentiments of his father's 
friends: who were about him the 
whole day, and gave him the moſt 
ſalutary advice; allowing him juſt ſo 
much leiſure from buſineſs „ Af; they 
thought ſufficient for refreſnment 
and the health of his perſon. 

Buy degrees however ſome at- 
tendants on the court, infinuated 
themſelves into the favour of the 
youn g emperor, and tried every 
means to corrupt his morals; a ſet 
of paraſites, who eſtimate happineſs 
* their appetites and the groſſeſt 
pleaſures: 


8 
pleaſures: they were continually ſug- 
geſting to him the delights of Rome; 


telling him of the public ſpectaeles, 
theatres, and muſical entertainments; 
and enumerating the abundance of 
all the delicacies of life at Rome, 
and reprobating the barrenneſs on 
the banks of the Danube; which 
produced no kind of fruits; but 
was expoſed to the rigour of eternal 
froſts and unwholeſome fogs. Shall 
* our emperor, ſaid they, never 


„ ceaſe to drink water, congealed 


« and dug from dirty lakes? Shall 


others enjoy the warm ſprings or : 
| * the cool ſtreams and fountains ? 5 
the balſamic air and delicious cli- 


mate peculiar to Italy?” 
E 2 


With 


With theſe and the like repre- 
ſentations, they eaſily excited in the 
breaſt of the young prince an irreſiſti- 
ble deſire to enjoy the pleaſures of 
Rome; the capital of the World. 
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AVING- therefore immedi- 

A ately afſembled his friends, he 
told them he had a great inclination 
to viſit his native country. But be- 
ing aſhamed to confeſs the cauſe of 
ſo ſudden a change, he pretended to 
be apprehenſive, that ſome of the 
wealthier patricians might ſeize upon 


the imperial palace: and from thence, 
as from a fortified citadel, collecting 
a powerful guard, might uſurp the 
ſovereign power; for that the peo- 


Foo of Rome could ſupply a ſufficient 
. number 


N 
| 


141 
number of ſelect youths to maintain 
ſuch an uſurpation. 
The young prince having thus 
uttered this plauſible harangue ; the 
reſt being ſtruck ſilent with concern, 
ſtood with — _ Wb on thy 


the oldeſt of . company, and related 
to the emperor by marriage (for he 
had married the eldeſt ſiſter of Com- 
modus) riſing up, thus addreſſed 


him: O my ſon and my honoured 
lord, that you are impatient to 


*© no means to be wondered at: for 
i we have all an equal defire to re- 


turn to our domeſtic enjoyments. 


* But "ich: more urgent, and of 
? - us 


18 


te more immediate concern, oblige 


= 


us to check that defire. For you 
4 will hereafter have ſufficient time 


to enjoy the pleaſures of Rome: : 
* though in reality, that may be 
0 conſidered as Rome and the court, 
<« wherever the emperor chuſes to 
n | 
But to relinquiſh the war un- 
de i. de ey M 
66 thank dangerous. For we ſhall in- 
<< ſpire the barbarians with freſh. 
% courage; who will not ſuppoſe, 
that we have decamped merely for 
« the fake of returning home; but 
* that we are fled, and have de- 
* ſerted the war through a coward- 
ly fear. e 
15 E 4 1 


ec 


A 
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EE 
** But conſider, my young prince, 
how glorious it will be to you, 


| (having conquered your enemies 
and extended the northern bounds 
of the empire to the ocean) to re- 
turn to Rome in triumph, lead- 


ing captive the kings and nobles 
of theſe barbarous nations. By 


theſe means, in the earlier ages of 


the commonwealth, the Romans 


became great and illuſtrious. 


«* But there is not the leaſt reaſon 
to fear, leſt any one, ſhould uſurp 


your power at Rome; for all the 
moſt reſpectable ſenators are here 
with you: and allo the whole 


military force is here preſent to 
defend your empire. And more 
over 


L 87 1 
$© Over the imperial treaſury isall in 
& our 8 poſſeſſion. Y But above all, the | 
«©. memory of your good father, has 
4 confirmed the allegiance and eſta- 
bliſhed for you an everlaſting in- 
10. tereſt i in the minds of every good 
875 and powerful man.” | 
Pompeianus having (woke to this 
purpoſe, and given the young prince 
theſe ſalutary admonitions, for a 
while checked his ardor: for Com- 
modus, out of reverence to the 
ſpeaker, having nothing which he 
could reaſonably urge in reply, dif- 
miſſed his friends, telling them, that 
he would conſider with himſelf 
more accurately, what was to be 
done. 


» * > | 
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Some of his worthleſs dependants 
however continually“ beſieging him; 
he no longer communicated his in- 
tentions to his real friends: but hav- 
ing given written orders f, and diſ- 
tributed to thoſe whom he thought 
proper, the care of defending the 
banks of the Danube, commanding 
em to 3 incurſions of * 


tz 3 % * 


* e 4 Jing at. bin?! 1 have] obſer- 
ved many inſtances, where the idiom of the 
Greek language is nearer to the Engliſh, 
than the Latin is. As, 5 Sabocue ypapaor, 
I will not ceaſe writing: dei O-, wn ENS 
A terrible man for never ſaying his prayers: 
with many better * which I cannot re- 
collect. 


+ This rms tobe the ſenſe, and nat © and 


& ing letters to Rome,” as Politian tranſlates 


barbarians, 


barbarians, he proclaims his inten- 
tion to march. : Thoſe therefore to. 
whom this charge was intruſted, 
prepared to execute their orders; and 
in a ſhort time took many of the 
barbarians priſoners; and others they 
brought over, by large ſubſidies, to 
the friendſhip of the Romans; 
which indeed was no difficult at- 
chievement: for theſe barbarians 
are by nature eager after money; 
and deſpifing danger, ſupply the 
neceſſaries of life, either by incur- 
ſions and devaſtation; or grant 
peace to their neighbours for ſome 
conſiderable pecuniary recompence, 
Commodus being aware of this; 
| and 


and being deſirous to purchaſe ſe- 
curity at any price; having money 
in abundance, complied with their 


utmoſt demand. 
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I, HEN hbeufots? che em- 
peror's intended departure 
was announced in the camp, the 
army was all in motion. For they 
were all impatient to return with 
their emperor; and to leave this 
hoſtile country; to enjoy the luxu- 
rious pleaſures of Rome. 

But when this report was divulged, 
and meſſengers arrived at Rome, 
proclaiming the emperor's approach; 
the whole Roman people were over- 
joyed; every one conceiving the 


| beſt * from the reſidence of the 


N 


young emperor, who, they took it 
for granted, would follow the good 
example of his father, _ 
Commodus then performing his 
journey with | youthful ardor; and 
paſſing through the cities that lay 
in the road with great expedition; 
being every where received in regal 
tate; and exhibiting himſelf amidſt 
the feſtival entertainments of the 
different people; he was beheld by 
all with the moſt favourable imprei- 
ſions and tokens of joy. 

But on his approach to 2 
label far end people; every 
individual inhabitant of Rome, not 


able to contain themſelves; but eve- 


Fy one * to get the ſtart of the 
other; ; 


63 1 


other; poured themſelves forth z 


bearing boughs of laurel in their 


hands and every kind of flowers then 


in bloom; and went out. to meet 


and behold the emperor; equally | 


conſpicuous for his youth and his 


noble birth, for they loved him with 


2 ſincere affection; as having been 

| born and bred up amongſt them; 
and as inheriting the imperial power 

by deſcent in the third degree; and 
as being alſo of a Roman family of 
a patrician rank : for, by his father 
he was deſcended from the moſt 
diſtin guiſhed of the ſenatorial order: 
and his mother F auſtina, was of im- 
perial rank ; being the daughter of 
Antoninus, called the Pious, and 
the 


1 
the niece of Hadrian, by the mo- 
ther's fide, who alſo traced her pedi- 
gree to un as her greats grande 
father. n 

Such was the illuſtrious birth ox 
Commodus. As to his perſon, he 
was not only in the very flower of 
youth „but had a dignity in his ap- 
pearance; his body well- propor- 
tioned, and a beautiful yet manly 
countenance. There was a ſweet- 
neſs in his eyes mixed with a brilliant 
Juſtre: his hair curled naturally and 
was of a bright yellow; ſo that 
when he walked in the ſunſhine 
there was ſuch a ſplendor glittered 
round him, that ſome people thought | 
his hair was ſprinkled with the filings 

a nl 
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of gold &: nay, others pronounced 
it a mark of divinity ; which, they 
aſſerted, produced thoſe celeſtial rays 
around his head: moreover, a downy 
| beard juſt bloomed round his checks, 
and proclaimed him to be arrived at 
the age of puberty. The Romans 
therefore beholding their emperor 
ſuch as we have deſcribed him, 
could not but receive him with au- 
ſpicious acclamations of every kind ; 
adorning the road with garlands, 
and ſtrewing flowers in his way. 
When Commodus had made his 
entry into Rome and had ſolemnly 
viſited the temple of Jupiter and 


# This is ſaid to have been really the caſe. | 


77  _ 


[ 66 
thoſe of the other gods; he imme- 
diately proceeded to return his thanks 
to the ſenate, and to the Prætorian 
cohorts (who were left at Rome) 
for preſerving their fidelity to him; 


and then retired | t "ws rent 
„ ; 


t 1 


8 E C 5 VI. | 


ToR a bw! years chen he Ha 
1 4a great reſpect and deference 
to his father's friends; and tranſact- 
ed all his affairs by their advice and 
a lmonition. But, after he had 
taken the adminiſtration of the g0- 
vernment into his own hands, he 
appointed one Perennius, an Italian 


by birth and well killed in military 


affairs, to command the Prætorian 


guards: who, abuſing the youth 
and inexperience of the young prince, 
permitted him to indulge in every 
_ of ſenſual pleaſure and de- 

F 2 bauchery ; 
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bauchery; whilſt he, under a pre- 
tence of eaſing Commodus of the 
cares and toils of empire, took upon 
himſelf the whole adminiſtration of 
the government; and being a man 
of inſatiable avarice, deſpiſing his 
preſent acquiſitions, he was conti- 
nually gaſping after more. 

This man began firſt to calum- 
niate the friends of the emperor's 
father, and afterwards, to raiſe ſuſpi- 
cions of every man that was rich 
and of a noble family, that by 
alarming the fears of the young 
prince and ſubjectin g them to Pu- 
niſhment, he himſelf might take o 
caſion to ſeize upon their forfei ted 
poſſeſſions. 


9 [ 
' For ſome time however a reve- 
rence for his father's memory and a 

regard for his friends, kept the 
young man within bounds. Buf 
at length ſome malignant and en- 
vious fate ſeems, as it were, to have 
ſubverted the mind of a prince, 

hitherto kept within the bounds of 
decency and moderation. The af- 
flir, which I allude to, was this. 

Lucilla'was the eldeſt ſiſter of Com- 
modus: ſhe had firſt been married 
to Lucius Verus; whom Marcus 
Antoninus had aſſociated with him- 


ſelf in the empire, and married him 

to his daughter; as thinking ſuch an | 
alliance the firmeſt bond of union 
and fidelity. 8 5 3602 OR 

ono!“ F423 


* 


(ro 

But Lucius being deceaſed, and 
the enſigns of ſovereignty ſtill re- 
maining with Lucilla, her father 
gave her in marriage to Pompeianus 2 
nevertheleſs Commodus preſerved to 
his ſiſter the ſame honours undi - 
miniſhed; for ſhe appeared in the 


theatre fitting, as uſual, on the im- 


perial throne; and had ſtill the ſacred 
fire carried before her . 
Yay alter Commodus was married 


ceſſarily allotted to the conſort of 


the emperor; Lucilla not ſubmitting 
to * . 75 eee the 
* = an 3 of divinity and of chaſtity; ; 


fays Pierius.— The fair Lucilla =o as. well 
have diſpenſed with this ceremony, || 


honour 


. 7¹ 


hows, which was 1 to the em- 
pfteſs as an injury to. herſelf; yet 
being convinced that her huſband 
Tompeianus had a ſincere regard fog 

mmodus, ſhe would not commu- 
vicate to him“ her plan for ſeiaing 
upon the ſovereign power. But 
ſounding the inclinations of one 
| Quadratus, a young. nobleman. of 
great wealth, (with whom alſo the 
was accuſed of carrying on, ſecretly 
2 criminal intercourſe) * ſhe feelingly 
lamented the injury that was done 
her in the loſs of her precedence: 
and, by degrees, prevailed upon the 


* Some hiſtorians, without the leaſt probabi- 
lity, make W concerned in | Big con- 
r 


2 4 young 


* 
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young man to enter into a conſpi- 
racy, fatal to himſelf; and in its con- 
| ſequences, to the whole ſenate. For 
having engaged ſome of ſenatorial 
rank as conſpirators; he prevailed 
upon another young man, named 
Quintianus (who was alſo of that 
order) a forward, bold, and even 
raſh youth, to conceal a dagger un- 
der his robe; and watching his 
opportunity, in a proper place, to 
fall upon and aſſaſſinate Com- 
modus : adding, that he himfelf 
would take care of the reſt by a 
| Yberal donation to 3 Prætorian 
guards. t 


Quintianus, placing himſelf in a 
dark 


5 1 
dark corner, at the entrance of the 
amphitheatre, hoped to be conceal- 

ed: and unſheathing his dagger, and 
coming ſuddenly up to Commodus, 
cried out with a loud voice, The 
by ſenate ſends thee this &. 

He could not accompliſh his pur- 
poſe, however: but, while he was 
employed in diſplaying his dagger 
and making his ſpeech, he was 
ſeized by the emperor's life-guards; 
and paid the penalty of his raſh at- 
7 tempt : having given the emperor 
notice of his intention, inſtead ar , 
_ * Herodian expreſſes it ſimply—© That he 


« was ſent on this errand by the ſenate.” Mo- 


dern hiſtorians have adopted Politian's tranſ- 
lation, 6 Hunc tibi ſenatus mittit,” 
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- the principal cauſe of the 
young emperor s hatred of. the 
ſenate. The words of the aſſaſſin 
made a deep impreſſion on his mind; 
and being always uppermoſt in his 
thoughts, he conſidered them all in 
general as his profeſſed cnemies. 
Perennius alſo made this a ſufficient 
pretence for his proceedings, —for 


he perſuaded Commodus to cut off or 


diſgrace every man of any eminence 


among them; whoſe fortunes he 


himſelf ſeizing upon, ſoon became 
e | the 


ls then was the firſt and 


” * 
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1 
the richeſt man of the age. And 
inſtituting alſo a more accurate in- 
veſtigation of the conſpiracy, Com- 
modus put to death his ſiſter, and all 
the conſpirators, and whomſdever, 
from Perennius's accuſation, fell 
under the leaſt "ET without 


* 


Perennius then having difpatched 
or got rid of all thoſe, whom either 
Commodus himſelf had a regard 
for; or who regarded him with a 
paternal affection, and watched over 
| his Gafety ; and having got Com- 
modus himſelf entirely under his 
management; began now to enter- 
tain views of the imperial power: 
and for that * perſuades Com- 


modus, 


33 
modus, to make bis ſons, though 
mere boys, commanders of the Illy- 1 85 
rian legions: While he himſelf, hay- | 
ing amaſled 1 immenſe ſums of money, | 
endeavoured to brin g over che Præ- 
torian guards from their allegiance. _ 
His ſons alſo had ſecretly collected 
a great force; that when Peren- 
nius ſhould have ſlain Commo- . 
— they might ſeize upon, the 
MP i.. c eee er 
The plot boweyer v Was prone 7 
in. a very unexpected manner. The | 
Romans celebrate. certain games 1 in 
honour | of Jupiter Capitolinus; R 
where all kinds of ath letic exerciſes 


are perſormed, and where, as may 
be ſuppoſed, immenſe crowds are 
aſſembled, 


„„ 

aſſernbled, in ſo great a city. A- 
mongſt the prieſts, who, at tated 
periods, are appointed to officiate; 
the em peror himſelf, on theſe occa- 
fions, fits as a ſpectator and preſides 
overt the games. Commodus there- 
fore being · come to the theatre to 
hear ſome celebrated performers: 
and fitting in ſtate on the imperial 
throne; the theatre bein g crowded 
with ſpectators; all ſitting in re- 
gola? order, accordin g to their ſeve- 
fal ranks and dignity; ; before any 
thing was ſpoken or performed on 
the Rage; 4 man in the habit of 
4 phflofopher (for he had a ſtaff 
in His hand and a wallet hung over 
his hi-raked Hude) came haſti⸗ 
8510 33 ly 
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ly and ſtood in the midſt of che 
ſtage, and beckoning to the people 
to keep ſilence: * Commòdus l 
ſays he, © this is not a time r 
« you to attend this aſſembly; nor 
* to fit idly beholding theſe feſti- 
val games. For the ſword bf 
a Perennius is this moment level 
led at your throat: and if yew 
«| do not guard againſt the _ 
« ger, not threatening you, 


* already preſent, you will be — 


ſtroyed before you are aware of 
77 For Perennius himfelf 10 E81 
lecting money and forces on the 


* ſpot, to deſtroy you; and his 

* ſors are foliciting the Mlyftan 

I "iy to revolt; Which, if 5. 
76 9 


N 


L 80 
e do not immediately prevent, you 
eg are undone!” 
HFaving thus ſpoken, * 
from ſome divine impulſe; or 
whether a man, entirely unknown 
and obſcure, made this bold at- 
tempt to acquire fame and glory; 
or whether he hoped to be munifi- 
cently rewarded by the emperor, 
certain it is, that Commodus Was 
ſtruck dumb with aſtoniſhment. 
And though all men ſuſpected there 
was ſome truth in what he had 
uttered, they affected to diſhelieve it. 
But Perennius ordered him to be 
ſeized as an idle babbler and a mad- 
| man; and immediately to be com- 
mitted to the flames. Thus the 


9 * 


97 


poor man paid the penalty * 1 
raſh and ill- timed undertaking *. 


— 


8 


* 


4 7 * 


* This ſeems a more remarkable inſtance of 
enthuſiaſtic patriotiſm, than Felton's, Ravaillac's, 
or any modern aſſaſſin's; as the grievances were 
pable and intolerable, and the poor man 5 
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HOSE however about Com- 

1 modus, who profeſſed a regard 
for his intereſt; being before greatly 
incenſed againſt Perennius for his in- 
tolerable pride and inſolence, making 
uſe of this fair opportunity, endea- 
voured by their accuſations to open 
the eyes of the emperor: it being 
become neceſſary that he ſhould be 
reſcued from this conſpiracy; and 
that Perennius and his ſons ſhould be 
puniſhed. For ſoon after this, ſome: 
ſoldiers, without the knowledge of Pe- 
rennius's ſon, brought ſome pieces of 


3 money. 


( 
money, ſtamped with his head, and 
ſhewed them to Commodus, without 
the knowledge alſo of Perennius him- 
ſelf, though he commanded the Præ- 
torian guards; and laid open the 
whole order of the conſpiracy; for 
which they were amply rewarded. 
Perennius then being ignorant of 
this, and ſuſpecting nothing of the 
matter, Commodus by night ſent an 
executioner, who cut off his head. 
And immediately dif patched fome of 
his moſt expeditious meſſengers to 
Perennius's ſon, to prevent his know- 
ledge of what was done at Rome: 
giving them alſo letters written in 
the moſt friendly terms to young Pe- 
| rennius, ordering him, with the ex- 
| G2 pectation 


N 1 


lent of ſomething greatly to his 
advantage, to come immediately to 
Rome. He therefore being ignorant 
of what was prepared for his recep- 
tion, and of the emperor's defigns; as 
allo of his father's fate; the meſſengers | 
having moreover told him, that his 
father had given the like orders; and 
would habe written but that he 
thought the emperor's commands 
eee eee 
ing prevailed upon, though with 
grief and reluctance; to leave his 
projected ſcheme unfiniſhed; yet re- 
ping upon his father's having al- 
ready eſtabliſhed his power, prepared 
to return. But, as ſoon as he had 
. n * to whom the 
charge 


1 TH 


charge was aa; immediately 
diſpatched him *x. Such was the end 
of this aſpiring family. . 
But Commodus now appointed 
two præfects of the guards; thinking 
it more ſafe, not to truſt ſo great a 
power to a ſingle perſon: and hoped, 
that being divided it would be ren- 
dered weaker; and leſs likely to in- 
ſpire either of them with ambitious 
_— of the im eyes: yur 


Fo Other ee give A dfforent ei 
bf the death of Perennius, But this ſeems . 
very conſiſtent neee 
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IT no great, diſtance of time 
however another plot of the 
ſame kind was formed againſt Com- 
modus. There was one Maternus, 
who had been a ſoldier, and in that 
capacity had been aer of many 
audacious acts. And deſerting from 
the army, and perſuadin g ſeveral of 
his fellow-ſoldiers to do the ſame, 


had, in a ſhort time, collected a get 


band of deſperate fellows; and at 
firſt, ſtrolled about and pillaged the 
villages and the neighbouring coun- 
w— And — now poſſeſſed of a 
EY 28s Conſiderable 


1 87 1 
conſiderable ſum of money, he af- 
ſembled a {till greater force, by libe- 
ral promiſes; and by admitting them 
to a ſhare of the plunder; ſo that 
they had no longer the appearance 
of banditti; but a regular army. For 
they took poſſeſſion of ſeveral” great 
cities, and breaking open the priſons 
by force, ſet at liberty without diſtine- 
tion all the priſoners, on whatſoever 
account they had been confined; and 
by promiſing them indemnity, and 
other indulgences, engaged them as 
their aſſociates in this rebellion. And 
having over-run all Spain and Gaul, 
and taken many of the largeſt cities, 
they burnt part of them, and plun- 
dering the reſt, they retreated. 

RY "4 When 
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M hen theſe tranſactions were re- 
lated to Commodus, he ſent letters 
full of wrath and menaces to the go- 
vernors of thoſe provinces, reproach- 
ing them with their negligence; and 
ordered them to levy an army againſt 
the rebels: who, when they were in- 
formed what forces were marching 
againſt them, they abandoned the 
plundered places, marched ſecretly 
in ſmall parties, through rough and 
unfrequented roads, into Italy; and 
Maternus began now to form pro- 
jects of greater magnitude, and to 
aim at the empire itſelf. For, as 
what he had hitherto. attempted, 
had ſucceeded beyond his hopes; he 
thought that he muſt either make ſome 


more 
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more bold attempt, and go directly 
forwards, or, if he ſhould once be 
brought into a deſperate ſituation, he 
was determined not to die * 
oully and undiſtinguithed. (+, - 
But as he was ſenſible that he had 
not a ſufficient force to oppoſe 
Commodus, in a regular 8 
and an open attack; as the populace 
of Rome and the Prætorian guards 
were ſuppoſed to be firmly attached 
to the emperor; he hoped to gain his 
point by artifice and W * 
this was his plan :— N 
In the nd of the eg 
every year, on a ſtated day, the Ro- 
mans celebrate a grand proceſſion 


in honour of Cybele, the mother of 


ee 5 1 
4 
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the gods. And on that occaſion, F 
| whatever proofs of wealth or diſtinc- 
tion every one is poſſeſſed of; as alſo 
from the imperial treaſury, whatever 
is valuable for its materials or curious 
for its art and workmanſhip, i is car- 
ried before the image of the goddeſs. 
An unreſtrained liberty alſo is grant- 
ed to the populace of every kind of 
ludicrous exhibitions; and every one | 
aſſumes whatever maſk. he pleaſes; ſo 
that there is no dignity or magiſtracy 
ſo great, or rank ſo diſtinguiſhed, but 
what any one that chuſes it, may re- 
preſent by his maſquerade-dreſs; and 
conceal his real character ſo far, that 
the counterfeit cannot be diſtinguiſh- 
ed A the perſon which he repre- 


ſents. 
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ſents. This appeared to Maternus a 
fit opportunity to conceal his plot. 
For he hoped, that he himſelf taking 
the habit of one of the guards, and 
arming his followers in like manner, 
and mixing themſelves with the reſt 
of the armed troops; ſo that they 
ſhould be thought part of the em- 
peror's attendants or of the proceſ= 
ſion; he thought that on a ſudden 
while no one guarded him, he might 
aſſaſſinate Commodus, 
But Maternus was — by 
ſome of his accomplices, who came 
before him into the city, and diſco- 
vered the plot before the day of the 
feaſt arrived: for they were provok- 
ed to it * envy; when they found, 
2 that, 
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that; inſtead of a fellow-robber, they 
Were to have a lord and a prince over 
them. Maternus himſelf was appre- 
hended and his head cut off; and all 
the conſpirators received the puniſſi- 
ment they deſerved. But Commodus, 
having facrificed and offered gifts to 
the goddeſs, expreſſive of his grati- 
tude; attended the proceſſion with 
joy: and the whole Roman people 
celebrated the feaſt with great ſo- 
lemnity for the ſafety of the em- 
peror. For the Romans pay pecu- 
liar devotion to this goddeſs, on a 
particular account: which, as it is 
not generally known to the Grecians, 
it may be proper here to relate. 
The image of this goddeſs, not 


formed 


I 
formed by human art, is h to have 
fallen from heaven, into the plains of 
Peſſinus in Phtygia, where her we 
were particularly celebrated . 
When the Roman affairs began 
how to wer a reſpectable aſpeck; it 
was' foretold by the crable (as they 
fay, Y that their power would reniain 
and flouriſh to a great degree, if they | 
ſhould transfer this Peſſinuntian god- 
deſs to Rome. Ambaſſadors were 
diſpatched accordingly into Phrygia, 
to aſk for this ſacred image: which 
they eaſily obtained; alledging theit 
conſanguinity ; and that the Romans 
Wet their Lenin from the Phry- 


bas Thar! is a page of of mythology er 
omitted, 


gian 
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gian Aneas. The image therefore 
being brought on ſhip- board; and 
arriving at the mouth of the Tiber, 
(for the Romans at that time had no 
other ports). the ſhip on a ſudden, as 
if by ſome divine impulſe, made a 
full ſtand; nor could it be drawn by 
che united ſtrength of the whole 
1 
ſtream till the arrival of a certain 
| Prieſteſs of the goddeſs Veſta: who, 
though by her office ſhe was un- 
der a vow of virginity, was accuſed 
of having been deflowered. But 
when ſentence was about to be paſ- 
ſed, the ſupplicated the people to re- 
fer the deciſion to the Peſſinuntian 
goddeſs. Then looſening her zone, 

4 WC yy ſhe 


t 
| ſhe fixed it to the prow of the 
ſhip; praying, that if ſhe were a vir- 
gin and chaſte, the ſhip would be 
prevailed on to move. When in- 
ſtantly the ſhip followed the zone 
which had been fixed to the prow. 
| Thus the Romans beheld with ad- 
miration a proof of the i innocence of 
the virgin, and the manifeſt power 
of the Divinity. 
| But too much perhaps hay: been 
aid of the Peſſinuntian goddeſs; yet 
not unacceptable, I hope, to thoſe 
who have not much knowledge of 
the affairs of Rome. 
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8 OMMODU S, having ckeapet 
JS this conſpiracy of Maternus; 
made uſe of a ſtronger guard about 
his perſon, and more rarely appeared 
in public: for the moſt part ſpend- 
ing his time at his- villas in the 
5 ſuburbs, or his palaces at ſome diſ- 
tance from the city; ; and refrained 
from attending the courts of juſtice 
or public tribunals; and indeed from 
performing any imperial act of power. 
It happened alſo, at this time, that 

a peſtilential diſcaſe prevailed through 

all ys ; but eſpecially at Rome the 


Py a 


7 diſorder 


— 


diſorder raged with the utmoſt yio- 
lence ; the city being in itſelf very 
populous; and alſo. thronged with 
ſtrangers from every part of the 
world; ſo that there was a great de- 
| ſtruction both of men and of all kinds 
of beaſts of burthen. Commodus 
therefore, by the advice of his phyſi- 
cians, retired to Laurentum that 
being a much cooler ſituation; and 
ſhaded with large groves of laurel; 
| (whence alſo it takes its name.) For 

they were of opinion, that the agree= 
able odour* of thoſe: trees, and their 

cool ſhade, would eounteract, and be 


'. They generally mean our Vay-rvew by 
Laurus. EF 


w.. . 
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the beſt preſervative againſt the cor- 
rupted air. 
For which reaſon thoſe who con- 
tinued in the city, by order of the 
phyſicians, ſtuffed their noſtrils and 
their ears with ſweet-ſcented un- 
guents; and continually made uſe 
of fumigations and perfumes be- 
cauſe thoſe ſweet va pours, they ſaid, 
having pre-occupied and filled up 
the pores, it prevented the admiſ-| 
ſion of the corrupted air: or, if it 
had made its way into the habit, 
that its infection was overcome by 
the force of the perfumes. Never- 
theleſs, the diſeaſe ſtill prevailed in 
its full ſtrength, and great numbers 
of 


B 

of men, and of thoſe domeſtic ani- 
| mals which live with men, daily 

periſhed, e „ 
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ID UT about the fame time a 

famine likewiſe oppreſſed the 
city; which was aſcribed to the 
following cauſe :— There was one 
Cleander, a Phrygian by birth ; of 
that deſcription of men who {ell 


goods by auction. This man having 


been introduced early into the impe- 
rial court, and having grown up 
with Commodus, had arrived at 
ſuch a degree of honour and credit 
with him, that he alone was ſingly 
truſted with the guard of his per- 
ſon; the care of the bedchamber; 

gx 3. an 
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and even the præfecture of the 
Prætorian cohorts. At length, elat- 
ed with his great wealth, and intox- 


icated with the favour of Commo- 


dus, he had the vanity to aſpire at 
the empire itſelf. Collecting there- 
fore together great ſums of money, 
and purchaſing great quantities of 
corn, he was in hopes of bringing 
over the people and the army to 


promote his views, by firſt creating 


an artificial ſcarcity of the neceſſa- 
ries of life, and then meriting their 
favour by liberal donations. 

The ſame man had alſo built a 
very magnificent gymnaſium, or 


place of exerciſe, and gave the 


u the free uſe of the baths 
ES annexed 


q x62 1 


annexed to it. - By theſe baits there- 
fore he hoped to make himſelf po- 
pular, and ſecure the people in his 
intereſt. | 

But the Romans, having been 
long incenſed againſt him; and 
conſidering him as the cauſe of all 
their dreadful ſufferings; and more- 
over deteſting the man for his inſa- 
tiable avarice; aſſembled firſt, in 
crowds, in the theatre, venting their 
execrations againſt him: and at 
length, going in a body to Com- 
modus, who was at a palace near 
the city, with great clamour de- 
manded Cleander to be put to death. 
But now, the whole ſuburbs being 
in a tumult, while Commodus, in 


this 


iT en 1 
this receſs, was indulging his. plea- 
ſures, entirely ignorant of the pub- 
lic rumours (for Cleander had ſtrict- 
ly forbidden any one to inform him 
of what was doing). on a ſudden (the 


people not expecting any ſuch thing) 


the emperor's horſe-guards, by order 
of Cleander, appeared in arms, flaſh- 
ing and wounding every one that 
came in their Way. N either was it 
poſſible for the people to withſtand 
them: for what could unarmed men 
do againſt thoſe that were armed; 
or men on foot againſt the cavalry? 
Being therefore put to flight, they 
retired into the city: but many of the 
people were deſtroyed, not only by 
the ſoldiers, and by being trampled 
9 4 = 
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on by the horſes; but alſo cruſhed 
to death by the crowd of thoſe who 
were endeayouring to eſcape from 
the horſemen ; who purſued them, 
without reſiſtance, as far as the gates 
of Rome; and flew all that fell into 
their hands. 

But when thoſe who had remain- 
ed in the city were informed of what 
had” befallen their party, barricad- 
ing their doors, and eſcaping to 
the tops of their houſes, they 
| threw down ſtones and tiles on the 
heads of the horſemen, who now 
ſuffered ſeverely in their turn; not 
being able to make any regular at- 
tack; and the people fighting out 
of the reach of danger. Being there- 


fore 


WOW 
fore wounded, and not able to ſtand 


it any longer, they turned their 
backs and fled. But many of them 
were deſtroyed by the continual 
ſhowers of ſtones: and the horſes 


were rolled from the houſes, fell 
themſelves with their riders. Many 
therefore falling on each ſide, the 
foot ſoldiers that were ſtationed” in 
the city, through hatred of the 
| horſe-guards, gave aſſiſtance to the 


people. 
But though there was now an 


inteſtine war actually begun, yet, 
through dread of Cleander's power, 


no one was willing to inform Com- 


19 of * matter; till Padilla, 
Commodus' 8 
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Commodus's eldeſt ſiſter, running 
in to the emperor, to whom ſhe had 
always free acceſs, with her hair 
diſhevelled, and with every appear- 
ance of the utmoſt grief, thr owing 
| herſelf at his feet; „ You, my 

* Prince, ſaid ſhe, remain here 
„ at your caſe, in total ignorance of 

« What is going on; when you are 
at this moment in the utmoſt 
« danger; and we, the neareſt in 
«relation to your royal perſon are 
on the brink of deſtruction. The 
% whole Roman people, and a great 
« part of the army, are ruſhing in 
60 upon us; and what we could 
„ never expect to ſuffer from bar- 
„ barians we have reaſon to dread 
4. am 
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from our domeſtic foes. And 


thoſe, to whom you have been 
the greateſt benefactor, are now 
your bittereſt enemies. Cleander 


has armed the people and the army 
againſt you. And thoſe who are 
of different ſentiments in other 
reſpects ; the people that hate 
C leander, and the horſe- guards 


that love him, are equally in arms; 


and deſtroying each other have 


filled Rome with the blood of their 
fellow-citizens. But the ſuffer- 
ings of each party will fall ulti- 
mately on us ; unleſs you imme- 


diately deliver up to his fate this 


wicked miniſter; the cauſe of fo 
much ene to the people al- 
6 ready: 


* 
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4 ready: And who will very foon 
« be ſo to us . eee 
Having uttered theſe words, ſhe 
tore her robes ; ; and ſome others of 
thoſe that were preſent, being en- 
couraged by this ſpeech of the em- 
peror 8 ſiſter, endeavoured to alarm 
the fears of Commodus: who being 
now greatly terrified, at the danger 
not impending, but really preſent, 
ordered Cleander to be inſtantly ſent 
for: who knew not for certain, but 
began to ſuſpect the intelligence 
which had been given. But the 


Some hiſtorians join Nasen Commodus's 
favourite miſtreſs, in this interceſſion, But He- | 
rodian always obſeryes. a decorum towards the 


* er 


emperor 
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emperor commanded him immedi- 
ately to be apprehended, and his head 
to be exhibited on a long ſpear; * 
ſpectacle very agrecable and. log, 
wiſhed for by the people. ET 

Thus A ſtop was put to this an 
mity, and the combatants on each 
ſide put an end to their hoſtilities. 
The: ſoldiers ſeeing, hin, dead. for. 
whom, they fought, and fearing, the 
reſentment of the emperor ; Who, 
they found, had been deceived; and. 


„ 4 +4 


that ster, had acted on this _ * 
calion | contrary, to his onders;—the., 
people, on, the other hand, 2 Su. 
themſelves  /uffictently.. gratificd: for 
their ſufferings, by the puniſhment 
of the author. But the children 
> _ 
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alſo of Cleander (for he had two 
ſons) and all his friends in general, ; 

were ſlain, and their bodies drag- 
ged through the ſtreets, and treated 

with every mark of i ignominy, and 

at laſt thrown into the common 

ſewer. Such was the fate of Clean” 
der and all his adherents : human 
nature having made an oftentatious 
diſplay of her power, (as it were) in 
a ſingle man; ſhewing that ſhe could 
raiſe him from the very dregs of the 
people to the firſt rank in the ftate; 
and again, by the ſlighteſt and moſt 
unexpected change of e caſt 
him headlont mg to deſtruction. 4 
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D UT Commodus, though fear- 
ing leſt the people ſhould a- 
gain raiſe tumults, yet, by the per- 
ſuaſion of his friends, returned into 
the city and being received with 
the joyful acclamations of the po- 


pulace, and attended by crowds, re- 
turned to the imperial palace. But a 
having experienced ſo many dan- 
fidence in any one: and, giving too 
eaſy credit to every calumny, put 
many to death without mercy: ſo 
that 


that he would admit no one of any 


conſequence to come near him: 
but abandonin g every laudable pur- 
ſuit; and enſlaved to every vile paſ- 
| fion; he, night and day, indulged | 
himſelf in a ſucceſſion of the moſt 
brutal pleaſures. And every one, 
that had the leaſt pretenſions to de- 

cency, or to fcience of any kind, was 

* from the court as a a and 
But to eee OY: baſeſt 
mimics, be was moſt cordially. at- 
tached. He was alſo. inſtructed in 
and frequently practiſed the driving 
chariots and dakting.; with wild 
beaſts; and his flatterers celebrated 
his . and dexterity on theſe 


occaſions; 5 
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oetafions; hüt he was'triore addicted 
to theſe diverſions than was ſuitable 
to the dignity of à great prince. 
Thpbere Were alſo, about this time, 
ſome prodigies in the heavens. Por 
ſtars were ſeen by day for "Tome 
titne ; ſome of them extended to a 
great length and ſeeming ſuſpend- 
ed in the air. And likewiſe” ani- 
mals of every kind were frequently 
brought forth of unnatural forms, 
and with limbs dif een to 
their boche s. 
But the greateſt and moſt dreadful 
ealamity, which was attended with 
univerſal concern at the preſent time; 
and alarmed all men with the moſt 
ominous apprehenfions of the future; 
Ws 4 I Was 
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was this: without any prece 


ſtorms, or any thick clouds; but a 


flight earthquake having been felt; 
whether by ſome lightning which 
fell by night; or from ſome fire 
which might eſcape from the con- 
cuſſion of the earth; the whole tem- 
ple of Peace, the Sede and moſt 
beautiful ſtructure in the city, was 
entirely conſumed: which was al ſo, 
of all the temples, the richeſt in its 
ornaments; and, being ſtrongly for- 
tified, was, for its ſecurity, the com- 
mon repoſitory of the wealth of the 
citizens; who brought thither their 
money as to a public treaſury. But 
this fire happening in the night, 
reduced many rich families to pover- 


ty. 


1 
ty. All men therefore lamented: the 
public loſs, but many deplored their 
own private misfortune. 

The fame fire however deftroyed 
Hot only the temple of Peace, but 
all the circumjacent buildings, and 
laid waſte many of the moſt beauti- 
ful edifices f in the city. And when 
the tem ple of Veſta alſo was on fire, 
the Palladium or ſacred image of 


Minerva was expoſed to public view ; 
that image, which the Romans ſo 
| religiouſly worſhip and conceal from 
the eyes of the vul, gar; ; (it havin g. 
as they fay, been brou ght thither 
from Troy on their firſt arrival in 
. 2 this was now for the firſt 

e time 


Br 
time ſeen by men: for the prieſteſſes 
of the LA „the veſtal virgins, 
conveyed it d down the midſt of the 
Via Sacra,, or. great ſacred. ſtreet, to 
the palace of the emperor: many 
other beau! utiful parts of. the city were 
alſo burnt; the fire raging for ſeye- 
ral days; nor did it ceaſe at laſt, til 
ſome plentiful ſhowers "nk rr 


preſſed its fury. 
The whole conducti 
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of this af 
fair therefore was aſcribed to, ſome 


divine power by the men of that 
age; by whoſe will they ſuppoſ- 
ed the fire both began and ended, 
And they naturally. interpreted the 

deſtruction of oe twp of SF 


as 
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THESE, fo many and ſuch 

© terrible calamities therefore 
afflicting the city in ſucceſſion; the 
Roman people no longer beheld 
Commodus with complacency and 
beneyolence: but imputed the cauſes 
of them to his jndiſcriminate exe- 
cutions,. and his other impious and 
wicked actions. For his yices were 
not concealed from the people; nei- 
ther did he wiſh them to he con- 
cealed. But what he was accuſed 
of doing ſecretly in his palace; he 
was not aſhamed to exhibit boldly 

: " 


* 
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[ mg ! 
in mg And he at length" pro- 


; to that degree of madneſs and 


4 eee ee as, firſt of all, to re- 
nounce his family name and inſtead 
ordered himſelf tobe called H ercules, 0 
the ſon of Jupiter. And, laying 
aſide the — and MO a 


een an Hideout: club * 3 
hand. He ſometimes alſo appeared 
in a purple robe, wrought ith add 7 
expoſing himſelf to the utmoſt ridi- 
cule ; by imitating at the fame time 
the ſtrength of heroes and the ef- 


ſeminate luxury of the female ſex: 
ſuch mer. be exhibited himſelf 


in nn, %% lion Ihe (OV ILY 


modus, the ſon of Marcus, 


L es 


He alſo changed the names of the 
months; and, inſtead of their ancient 
names, impoſed new ones from ſome 
of his own aſſumed appellations; 
many of them however had ſome re- 
ference to Hereules, as his favoutite 
hero, | on account of his ſtrength: 


He alſo erected ſtatues of himſelf in 


every part of the city; and one be- 
fore the {enate-houſe bending a bow: 
for he was willing to have his very 
images ſtrike terror into the people. 
This however, after Bis death, the 
ſenate removed, and erected a datue 
of Liberty in its placꝓeeee. 
But Commodus, no longer able 
to ſuppreſs his folly, made public 
. of — which he 
intended 


1 

intended to exhibit; promiſing to 
ſlay with his own hand every Kind 
of wild beaſts; and to engage in ſin- 
gle combat with the braveſt of the 
Reman youth. This report being 
ſpread abroad, there aſſembled from 
every part of Italy, and the weigh 
bouring nations, all kinds of People, 

to behold, what no one had ever be- 

fort feen, of htatd of. For He Wat 
reported to have fo ſure in hand 
chat he never once failed to Arike 
whatever he aimed at, either with 
his javelins or his arrows: he nav 
ing always about him Parthians tlie 
mot ſleilful at their bow; and Nu- 
midians the moft dexterous at throw- 
= the aa all whom he excal- 
led 


Ma 
led in fkill, at ken _— Wea 
e bd d Kall 

When the ** of eng arriv- 
5 the amphitheatre was crowded: 
and there was built for Commodus 
| a circular gallery; ; leſt, fighting on a 
level with the wild beaſts, he ſhould 
2 expoſed 1 to danger; but, by hurl- 
ing his ; Javelin from on high and in 

a place of ſafety, he might give them 
ec i ens of his {kill, rather than of 
bis SPURL: | FUE: Wen eg and 
ſtruck down ſtags and deer, and 
every kind of horned animals, ex- 
cept bulls; and not ſuffering them 
to eſcape from his reach, he flew, 
them with unerring and well-direct- 
5 OG ed 
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ed ſtrokes. But lions and panthers 
and other more noble beaſts running 
in a circle, he hurled his javelin from 


an elevated fituation and flew them. 


Nor did any one ever ſee him throw 
a ſecond dart; or inflict any wound, 
that was not mortal. For the mo- 
ment the beaſt evinſed himſelf and 


made towards him, he ſtruck him 


| either in the forehead or into his 


heart; neither was the; javelin erer 
aimed or ſtruck into any part of the 


body, that it did not at the ſame in- 


ſtant wound the animal and lags it 
dead on the ſpot. 


Theſe animals were ſent in droves 


to the emperor; and we then firſt 
Gori in, reality, what we had before 
only 


« 
7 
1 
= 
þ 
14 
4H 
1 
12 
4 
FL p 
7 
Te. 
42 
17 
1 
"20 
m 
. 
5 
2 
9 
5 
= 
15 
BAY 
! 2 
128. 
1 
f 55 
7 U 
1 
8 
9 
f 
_ 
2 * 
=} 
* 
2 
LY 
+, o 
[ 
of A 
N * 
[4 7 
1 
2 75 
. 
* 
* 
2 9 
1 
1 
2 
1 
is 
"Ja 
» 
22 
40 
* 
7 
7 
7 - 
Lo 
L 
5 
4. 
by 
* 
j 


[ 14] 
only admired in painting. Por Hof 
India and Btkiepis, frofn the uth- 


ern and from the northern region 
of the tarth, whatever animal was 
before unknown, was exhibited to 
the Roman people, and ſlain by com- 
modus. And all men were aft6hifh- 
ed at the unerting dexterity of His 
Sometimes, making uſe of arrows, 

with heads ſhaped like a half moon, 
he would ſhoot at the oſtriches, 


(which, being ſwift of foot atid uling 155 


their wings as fails, run with great 
rapidity,) directing his arrows to the 
upper part of their necks, he would 
cut off their heads ſo inſtantancouſly, 
3 4 the force of his weapons, that 
Kos they 


1 

they ſtill kept running on for a'few 
moments, as if mum had happen- 
ni % 307 2987 O11 

And a e bee once - havings by! his 
great agility, juſt ſeized a man that 
was brought upon the ſtage, and go- 
ing to devour him; Commodus with 
| his Javelin prevented him; killed the 
panther ; and diſappointed * his teeth, 
by the point of his ſpear. 

An hundred lions alſo having been 
let looſe from their dens in the thea- 
tre, he flew them all with exactly the 
ſame number of weapons. So that 


although there were ſo many of them, 


The author here makes a pretty antitheſis, 
but the tranſlator's jingle will hardly be admit- 
they 


we + 


— 


— 


they lay in ſuch order, that they 
t eaſily be reckoned up; and 
there was not one ſuperfluous javelin 


to'be'ſeen, A 
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ITHERTO- — p though 
his actions were very unbe- 


coming a great prince; yet, as they 
diſcovered a degree of courage id 
7 of ſkill, they were received with 
ſome kind of favour and popularity. 
But, when he appeared naked in the 
amphitheatre; and, taking their arms, 
fought as a gladiator, this indeed was 
2 mournful ſpectacle to the Roman 


people. That an emperor, ſo nobly 
born, after ſo many trophies of his 
father and his anceſtors, inſtead of 
taking up military arms and ſuch as 

Tos ; Iu . became 


1 128 = 
2 his — dignity, ſhould 


pollute, as it were, his high office by 
£ —*̃— and i n habit of a 


Commodus then engaging as a 
combatant; eaſily overcame his Fl 
-gonifts; but proceeded no farther 
than to wound them; as they all 
ſubmitted; conſidering him as their 
emperor, and not as a gladiator -. 
But he now proceeded to that ex- 
ceſs of : madneſs and folly, that he 
had reſolved no longer to inhabit the 
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C Dion Caſſius mentions an inſtance of "iy 
mant) , ſcarce credible ; —that, having collected 
d number of poor cri pples and iuvalids; and dreſ- 
ee them up like dragons and, other monſters 
he ruſhed ; in, like Don Quixote at the 9 * 
)UꝛM— een ee 
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imperial palace, but to go over to the 
ſchool of the gladiators. Neither 
would he ſuffer himſelf any longer to 
be called Hercules, but adopted the 
name of a celebrated deceaſed gladia- 
Nay further, having taken off 

2 head of a coloſſal ſtatue of the ſun, 
he had his own head fixed on in its 
place. And, having it inſcribed, as 
is uſual, on the pedeſtal, with the im- 
perial and his paternal titles, inſtead 
of Germanicus, or the Conqueror of 
Germany, he ſtyled himſelf, The 
Conqueror of a thouſand Gladiators. | 
| Commodus however ought at leaſt: 


to have ceaſed from his madneſs, and 
Freed the Romans from his tyranny, 
at a ſeaſon, when they celebrate the 


K | new 


1 230 J 

new year, and keep a. ſolemn feſtival 
in honour of Saturn; the moſt an- 
cient of their gods. On which o 
caſion they congratulate: and with 
each other joy; and ſend mutually 
preſentꝭ of money and: all kinds. of 
new year's gifts; rej oioing in a com- 
munity of the fruits of the earth and 
the. produce of the ſea. And the chief 
magiſtrates, the new conſuls, on that 
day aſſume their ſolemn purple and 
robes of ſtate. Now, while they 
were all engaged in celebrating this 
feſtival, Commodus had determined 
to iſſue forth, not from the 1mperial 
palace, (as is cuſtomary) but from 
the ſchools of the gladiators: and in- 
ſtead of the e robe of ſtate and the im- 

wan! . 4 perial 


131 ] 
perial purple, to echibit himſelf to 
the Roman people, with the arms of 
a prize-fighter attended by the teſt 
of the gladiators. | 

0 But having c communicated Ki in 
renition to Marcia, whom of all his 
concubines he. moſt regarded; and 
whom he want abe as a wifey 
gaanüüng g her all the honours of an 


empreſs, except that of the facred . 


fire: ſhe, the moment ſhe heard his 
abſurd and ſcandalous reſolution, be- 
gan earneſtly to intreat him, and 
falling at his feet, to beſeech him, 
with tears, neither to diſhonour the 


imperial dignity of Rome; nor to 
expoſe himſelf to danger, by enga- 
gin g in combat with thoſe deſperate 
T3 32 Ne gladiators 5 
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gladiators. But, after ufitg every ar- 


gument to no pu rpoſe 5 1 
bathed in tears * 1 8 
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This lady, like many others in her ſituation, 
ſeems to have had many good qualities, and 
much good ſenſe, to have been able to keep her 
ſtation againſt 300 rivals, of both ſexes : the ec- 
cleſiaſtical writers aſcribe it to her influence; thar 
the Chriſtians eſcaped perſecution in this reign: 
and charitably ſuppoſe, that. though ſhe was an 
hanlof, the was yet a . g 
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— ordere . dl 
preparations for his ſpending the 
night in the ſchool of the gladiators: 
as he intended to proceed from thence 
to the ſacrifice on account of the new 
year, that he might appear armed to | 
the people. But they alſo intreated | 
him, and attempted to prevail on 
him, not to do any 8 0 ſo UNWgr= 
thy oo imperial dignity. - 21974 
N K P 4 Commodus 5 


134 J 
Commodus, being greatly pro- 
voked, diſmiſſed them from his pre- 
ſence; and retiring to his apartment 
to ſleep (as was his cuſtom at noon) 
he took one of thoſe pocket- books, 


made of the inner rind of the linden, 
tree, ſinely wroughit, which fold uf 
either way; and wrote down the 
names of thoſe, whom he intended 
that night to put toideath. In hig 
lit Marcia was tlie firſt; Letus urid 
Electus; che nex xt; then foHowed 2 
great number of theutiefimen ofthe 
ſenators. For he was determined: ta 
father; being en haue ſu oh 


SY * Ar, 770 171 2 f Tg, Ya 


„ It i Is not ealy t to form. a an * 1 theſe lk | 
bogks, at this diſtentę of time. 
egbotmo2 + + A venerable 


s ] 


venerable Epectators of his ſhamef ul. 

actions. And the wealth of the rich, 

he was willing to have in his power, 

to divide it amongſt the ſoldiers and 

the gladiators; the former, that they 
might defend him; and the latter, 
that they might entertain | him. nth - 
- | Having then written down his q 
liſt, he laid the pocket- book on the L 
couch, not imagining that any one ä —_ 


would come into his apartment. 


Now. there Was a little boy, a mere 
child; of that ſort, who run about, | 
naked in other reſpects, but adorned | 
with gold trinkets and valuable jew- 
es; which kind of. boys, the luxuri- 
ous part of the Romans greatly de- 
light in, Commodus was, Þ fond 
02115 "i 4 - al 


— 


with him; and he was called Phil 


1 
| of this. child; that he frequently ſlept | 


Commodus, a name expreſſive, of 


the affection, which the emperor had 
for him. This boy then, who had 


admittance at all times, while Com- 


modus was indulging himſelf in the 


bath, and ſtupid W ith his uſual SX — 
ceſs; ran into the bedchamber; and, 
taking up the * pocket-book which 
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The horrid contents of this fatal pocket- 
book muſt have been curious. Mem. Mareia, 
Lztus, and Electus, are all agreed in cenſuring 
my conduct. Die to night. 

Thoſe old fellows, with their ſtoical Faces; 
ſeem to be making compariſons between me and 
my father. Mem, "Oy _ mouths the firſt 
opportunity. 

That-fat fellow 1 is the enough to make two 


men. Mem. THe him avs, 5 the middle. 
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lay on the couch, to play With, he 
went out of the houſe. But, a8 if 
directed by ſome good genius, he met 
with Marcia at the door : who, being 
alſo fond of this boy, having firſt 
fondled and kiſſed him, took the 
pocket - book from him, fearing,” leſt 
through his childiſh ignorance he 
ſhould blot out ſomething of conſe. 
quence: and knowing the hand of 
Commodus, ſhe was on that account 
the more curious to diſcover its con- 
tents. But when ſhe found it con- 
* ſuch fatal AN ; * may 
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hat raſcal heated my bath too hot. Mem. 
Let him be thrown into a copper of doug 
water. 


Th heſe are laid, to obe been real facts! ny 
= 


F 3 
ſhe herſelf was firſt deſtined: to die, 
and that Lztas and Electus were to 
follow; and that fo great a laughter 
of other miſerable people was deter- 
mined; ſſie thus expreſſed her indig- 


nation: Very well, my friend 
% Commodus: is this the return 
6“ you make me for my fondneſs and 
« affection? for having ſo many 
«/'years borne with your inſults and 
«drunken frolics? But you ſhall 
not ſucceed in your murderous 
4 intentions. Vou will find a ſober 
% woman too hard for a drunken 
« brute!” Having ſaid thus, ſhe 
immediately ſent for Electus: for he 
had often acceſs to her ; as having 
the care of the bedchamber; and 


3 Was 


"ME _ 
i ere ſaid. dhe, giving him the 
pookstobock; t fee, hat ſort of a 
“ feſtival we are likely to celebrate 
* to-night!” He having read the 
contents, with the utmoſt aſtoniſh- 
ment; and being by nation an Egyp- 
tian; bold, iraſcible, and active; ; ſeal- 
ing up the book; ſent it by a faith- 
ful meſſenger to be peruſed by Lætus. 
He alſo, being greatly alarmed, came 
immediately to Marcia; as if to con- 
ſult with them about the orders, 
which the emperor had given for his 
ſpending the night with the gladia- 
t. They therefore pretending to 
conſider about theſe affairs; unani- 


oy 


FI 8 0 mouſly 


140 1 
mouſly agreed that they muſt 
diately either deſtroy the tyra rant or 


. 8 
8 


be deſtroyed themſelves; that 
was no room for delay or procrdſti- 
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| th HEY, W he: fore. to 


give Commodus an effed 


doſe of poiſon: which Ma cia unders. 


er; this ſhe, could 
eaſily; do, as ſhe uſed to mix and give 
him his firſt draught after bathing, 
that he might drink with greater 
pleaſure from the hands of a beloved. 
miſtreſs. As ſoon, therefore, as he 
came from the bath, the. preſented, 
bim the cup, in which ſhe had mix- 

ed the poiſon with ſome wine of an 
agreeable flavour and fragrant ſcent, 

He being thirſty after bathing and 
3 N the 


1 2 1 
the fatigue of exerciſe, drank with - 
out ſuſpicion of the cup; which he 
conſiderec as the uſual mark of her 
fondneſs. But immediately a drow- 


Sticks {ized him; and being incl 
er to fleep⸗ which ke ſuppoſed to be 
che conſequence of his fatigue, he 
Ey dw to refs.” But Marcia and 
Electus ordered every one: to retire 
auc $5-to' thei?! reſpective homes; 
that Commedus might" not be diſ. 
urbecl. Indeed he uſed frequerithy 
to have theſe drowſy fits, from a ſur- 
feit of wine: and; bathing and ban- 
queting o often he had no fixed 
time for reſt. For, continually in- 
ditging Hünſelf "in one pleaſure after 
auer, and tlloſe of different kinds, : 
he 


6 1 1 1 


he was quite a ſlave to his appetites; 
After he had reſted, herefore for a 
ſhort time, the poiſon having work 
ed itſelf into his ſtomach and bow 
els; he was ſeized with a giddineſs, 
and a violent vomiting enſued; che. 
ther the food which he had lately 
taken, and the great quantity of wine 
which he had drank, expelled the poi- 
ſon; or whether the antidote, which 
the emperors uſed to take before their; 
meals, prevented its deleterious ef- 
As the vomiting however was 
very violent, being apprehenſive leſt, 

if the whole poiſon ſhould be thrown: | 
up, and he might recover, they/ſhould: 

all. be put to death; they prevailed! 
- upon 


$3 4 3 

upon one Narciſſus, a bold and ro- 
buſt young man, by the promiſe of a 
great reward, to 89 in and ſtrangle 
Commodus in his bedchamber; 
which, as he was languid from the 
effects of the poiſon and his preced- 
ing debauch, he ſeized him by the 
throat and eafily effected. 
Such was the end of Commodus; 


4 


after a reign of thirteen years from 
the death of his father: the moſt 
nobly born of any of his predeceſſors 
in the empire; and the handſomeſt 
man of his age: and, if one may 
ſpeak of his manly exploits, he was 
inferior to no one in dexterity at 
throwing the javelin, or in directing 
his arrows to their deſtined mark. 
ie FL ' ih | Eut 
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YOMMODUS being thus 
flain, the conſpirators, to con- 


ceal what they had done from the 
guards about the palace, wrapping up 
the body in a coarſe blanket, gave it 


to two domeſtics in whom they could 
confide, to convey it out, as if it was 
ſome uſeleſs piece of furniture, from 
the bedchamber. They according- 
ly bore it through the midſt of the 
guards, ſome of whom were drunk; 


ſome half aſleep with their ſpears in 


troubled their heads about what was 


aac brought 


D 
brought out of the bedehamber, as 
it did not concern them to know it. 
ſecretly brought forth and conveyed 
in a carriage to a place of n in 
the ſuburbs *, . 9 r 7 
After ſdme conſultatzon, Lol . 1 
Electus, and Marcia, agreed to give | 
out, that Commodus died ſuddenly | 
of an apoplexy ; which account his | 
enormous gluttony and drunkenneſs [ 
would render extremely probable, . | 
But firſt of all they thought it ne+ 
ceſſary to fix immediately upon ſome 
man, advanced in years, and of known 
virtue and moderation, to fike upon 


's The Oxford edition ſays apireioy; % ; but the 
4 probable reading is wpoartioy the ſuburbs. 
ire . L 2 5 him 


. — 
1 


and give all men time to mg 
from f&'cruel and exceſſive a tyranny.” 


L 18 } 


him the ſovereign power: whoſe _ 


rater might juſtify their proce 


After ſome deliberation, therefore, 
they found no one fo proper for 


weir purpoſe, as Helvius Pertinax. 


of a mean family, but ilhiftriou s by 
his conduct both at home and in war, 


having raiſed many trophies of his 
vieuries over the Ge 12 


ns, and over 
of the Eaſt; and be- 


ing the only one of the venerable 
friends of Commodus's father, whom 
he had not put to death: either 
through reverence of his character; 


or en account of his ſuppoſed po- 


"Oy 


L. 149 ] 
verty: for it wus no ſmall addun | 
t the other encomiums which, he: 
hag merited; that although he. had. 
« grkater ſhare in the adminiſtration 
under Marcus Antoninus, yet. Perti- 
nax had -raifed the ſmalleſt fortune 
of any of his friends. 162. 02 wdltzogr 
To Pertinax then, in che dead of 
n Ltus and Electus, with a few 
of their adherents, repaired. . On be- 
ing admitted to his bedſide, he, with- 
out changing his countenance, or 
raiſing himſelf from his bed, deſired 
them to execute the orders, which he 
had long expected from the cruclty 
and caprice of Commodus; as he 


father's old friends. But Lætus beg- 
ged 


% Pl . 2 "7 


ged him not to entertain ſentiments 
ſo unworthy of himſelf and his 
known merit That they were not 
come to put him to death; but to 
raiſe him to the empire which he 
alone, of all the ſenators, was really 
worthy to enjoy; on account of his 
virtue, the ſeverity of his morals, 
and even the authority which his 
advanced age would procure him. 
As he continued ſtill to ail 
their: intentions, Electus produced 
the pocket: book, and ſhewed . him 
he danger they had all eſcaped ; 
which when. Pertinax had read, and 
underſtood the whole affair, he, with 
ſome difficulty, reſi gned himſelf to 
their. diſcretion. 1 : «37 403. | 
6 __ Letus, 
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Artus ben commander of che 55 
Prætorian cohorts, undertobk to 
bring them over and reconcile them 
to their choice. They thought it 
beſt therefore to conduct the new 
emperor immediately to the camp®, 
but at the ſame time to diſpatch 
ſonie faithful adherents, to ſpread 
We tlie news,” that Commodus 
Was l dead, and that Pertinax was nb 
Wk tile: army, and had taken n 
hit the imperial power. enen 
As ſoon as this report had been 
4 diſperſed” amongft the people, the) 
ran through the ſtreets frantic with 
Joys and con Nee, 2 eich * 
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upon the death of the tyrant. Some 


alſo repaired to the temples and the 
altars, to return thanks to the gods 
for- their deliverance. But a great 
part is 1 haſtened to che 
oldie ſhould not. e readily amt 
to. receive Pertinax for emperor 3 
whom they knew to be a man ac- 
euſtomed to a more rigid diſcipline 
than they, had experienced under 
Commodus ; who indulged them in 
every kind of rapine, violence, and 
oppreſſion, As ſoon therefore as 
they + were come to the camp, Lætus 
and Electus arrived; bringing Perti- 
nax with them; whom Lætus in a 
ſhort ſpeech recommended to their 
100 choice ; 


k 

choice; as venerable for his age, his 
- virtuous life, and his experience. in 
military affairs, and one, in ſhort, | 
who would be a good emperot and 
the father of his country. ©» 3 
This ſpeech the people rect 
ith the loudeſt acclamations; but 
the army appearing rather cool and 
heſitating, the people immediately 
ſaluted Pertinax by the title of Au- 
guſtus; called him Father of his 
Country, poured forth bleſſings on 


his head, with every auſpicious ac- 
: 5 1. . | . Eg » WM 202 | | 

clamation which their Joy could ſug- 
geſt. | LH 


The . ſoldiers now | joined the 
"pidple, though reluctantly, in pro- 


claiming Pertinax Emperor and Au- | - 
1788 M guſtus. 


J 
guſtus. They took the oath of fide- 
lity to him; and, as ſoon as it was 
day, attended him to the ſenate- 
houſe: though Pertinax would not 
ſuffer the ſacred fire nor any of the 
imperial enſigns to be carried before 
him, till his title was s confirmed * 

the ſenate. 25 
It is only neceflary & to add, that 
the ſenate received, with equal joy, 
the news of the death of Commodus 
and of the elevation of Pertinax to 
the imperial purple. The latter they 
received with more tranſports of joy 
than the people had done; confirm- 
ed his title, and forced him to aſcend 
the throne. As for Commodus, 
they expteſſed the utmoſt deteſtation 
| 3 | of 


1 

of his memory; declared it infamous; 
called him Tyrant, Gladiator, and the 
Enemy of mankind: ordeted his de- 
erees to be reverſed, his ſtatues to be 


thrown down, and his titles to be 


eraſed. They would have had his 
body treated with the uſual: indigs 
nity ſhewn by the Romans to their 
wicked emperors *; but Pertinax, 
0 
* As the body Was ce by wo e 
out of the palace, before the conſpirators went 
to the houſe of Pertinax, I would willingly hope 
that the beloved Marcia, after ſhe had ſecured 
| her own life by the death of the tyrant, myght 
{ill retain ſo much tenderneſs for her young em- 
peror, as, in conjunction with the chamberlain, 
to give him a decent interment. One cannot 
read without indignation, that the fair tyranni- 
cide, who, with her colleagues, had freed the 
world from ſuch a monſter, ſhould herſelf be put 
” l to 
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| 46 it is ſaid, out of regard to the 
memory of his father Marcus Au- 
relius, 1 had it conveyed to the mag- | 
nificent tomb of the Ælian family, 
of reſpect to the memory of the ty- 
rant, the ſenate expreſſed no fall 
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torian cohorts; of Wow he had ſo ſcandalouſl y 
- purchaſed the empire: and which power he ſcarce 
enjoyed for ſixty days: though with the fame 
| aſe flattery to the Praterians he had aimed 
3 the name of the worthleſs Commodus. 1 7 713 


* Now the caſtle of St. Angelo. 4 
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